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Course description 
 
The Holy Land, with the city of Jerusalem at its center, is where many of the foundational moments in 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam have occurred. As such, it has become a rich and highly contested religious 
symbol, which is understood by many as embodying a unique kind of sanctity. What makes it sacred? What 
led people in different periods to give their life fighting over it? How did it become the object of longing 
and the subject of numerous works of religious art and literature? What is the secret of the persistent hold it 
still has on the minds of Jews, Christians and Muslims around the world? This course will explore central 
moments in the religious history of the Holy Land from ancient times to the present day in an attempt to 
answer some of these questions. It will do so through the critical analysis of religious text, art and 
architecture, as well as through the investigation of contemporary culture and politics relating to the Holy 
Land and Jerusalem. 
 

Course structure 
 
The structure of this course is based on the historical transformations of the Holy Land and Jerusalem from 
ancient through modern times, as well as on the main cultural aspects of their development.  
Historical transformation: 
Each section of the syllabus is dedicated to one of four main periods in the history of the Holy Land and 
Jerusalem: 1.) the period of the Hebrew Bible; 2.) the Greco-Roman through Byzantine period; 3.) the 
Medieval period; 4.) the early-modern through modern period. Studying the different periods will allow us 
to appreciate how the changing historical conditions shaped the nature of these places and how they 
affected their religious understanding.  
Cultural aspects: 
In addition to a class session dedicated to a historical review of the relevant period, each period in the 
syllabus is divided into the same three cultural aspects, which would help us illuminate the Holy Land and 
Jerusalem from different perspectives. The three aspects are: a. the physical setting of the Holy Land and 
Jerusalem (i.e., their architecture and geography); b. these places’ role in Jewish, Christian or Muslim 
religious practice and thought (i.e., their understanding and use in theology, ritual, religious institutions); c. 
their artistic representations (i.e., they way in which the Holy Land and Jerusalem figure in art or 
literature).  
 

Student learning outcomes 
 
Students will: 1.) Understand and appreciate the intellectual rigor and academic excellence that defines an 
LMU education through their encounter with a complex set of materials, disciplines and methodologies. 2.) 
Engage critically and reflectively in scholarly discourse by reading and analyzing secondary sources. 3.) 
Learn to read primary sources critically and carefully. 4.) Exercise critical thinking in oral discussion and 
writing through presentations and reading reports. 5.) Be able to evaluate sources for quality (e.g., by 
learning to differentiate between scholarly and popular sources). 6.) Acquire research skills including use 
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of library catalog and electronic databases to retrieve books or articles, whether in print or online. Such 
skills will be developed with the help of a writing instructor and during tours of the LMU library. 7.) 
Students will learn to evaluate the relationship between the religious history of the Holy Land/Jerusalem 
and their understanding in various religious communities working today, as well as in contemporary 
political and social movements. In view of the LMU mission statement, students will focus in particular on 
cooperation and dialogue between these groups and communities around issues of the Holy Land and 
Jerusalem. 
 

Required texts 
 
1.) Readings and sources stored on the course website at MyLMU Connect. 
 
2.) Recommended: Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi Brettler, eds., The Jewish Study Bible, Oxford and New 
York: Oxford University Press, 1999. (Other editions of the Bible, which contain the Hebrew Bible/Old 
Testament, may be used in this course. However, we will be using this edition in class).  
 
*Important! Please bring the assigned readings to each class session. Make sure to print out and bring to 
class the sources from MyLMU Connect. To access the sources, go to the course website on MyLMU 
Connect. In the folder ‘Content’, you will find sub-folders dedicated to specific class sessions. 
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Assignments and grading 
 
1.) Attendance and participation: (5% of final grade) 
All students are expected to attend class regularly, to be prepared, and to participate in class discussions. 
More than two absences require appropriate documentation. More than five absences may result in the 
student failing the course. 
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2.) Reading presentation: (15% of final grade) 
Each student will be responsible for presenting one of the course’s assigned readings in class on the day for 
which it is scheduled. The presentation is not simply a summary, but rather a critical review of the 
reading’s main points. This assignment may take the form of a PowerPoint presentation or a reading report 
and should facilitate class discussion. The various readings will be assigned at the beginning of the 
semester. This assignment will teach you how to read actively and will allow you to learn from various 
authors how to construct and articulate an argument in an academic context.  
 
3.) Exam: (15% of final grade) 
The exam, scheduled for September 19, 2013, will cover the basic terms and materials studied during the 
first month of the semester. It will comprise of both multiple-choice and essay questions. This exam will 
help you develop learning skills and will strengthen your grasp of materials which are important for the 
later parts of this course. It will also allow you to start thinking about your midterm and final research 
projects in view of the themes discussed in class. 
 
4.) Midterm presentation: (25% of final grade) 
The midterm presentation is a small-scale research project, which will form the basis for the course’s final 
paper. In preparation of this presentation, each student will be assigned a significant site in the Holy 
Land/Jerusalem. The midterm’s main task is the analysis of: a. the site’s history in one or more historical 
periods; b. its physical setting; c. its role in Jewish, Christian or Muslim religious practice and thought; d. 
one or two of its artistic representations.  
This presentation will give you a chance to learn how to articulate your ideas in an engaging and concise 
manner and will allow you to benefit from your classmates’ comments and insights. The presentation file 
(PowerPoint or any other comparable format) should be emailed to me after the presentation for evaluation. 
Further instructions will be given before this assignment is due.  
 
5.) Final paper: (30% of final grade) 
The final paper, due on Tuesday, December 10 by 12:00 PM (to be emailed to me), is a comprehensive 
academic essay, which uses primary and secondary sources (approx. 10 pages long, pt. 12 font, double 
space). It will be based on the midterm research project, focusing on the same site presented in class. In 
addition to formulating the analysis of the site in writing through the four aspects of history, physical 
setting, religious practice and thought and artistic representation, the paper will require the use and citation 
of at least two academic articles or books, which were not assigned as readings in the syllabus. The paper 
will also include a short consideration of the relevant site as it is understood and represented in our own 
culture today. In preparation for the final paper, we will have a writing workshop and a library tour. Further 
instructions will be given before this assignment is due.    
  
6.) Information literacy tutorials: (10% of final grade) 
Information Literacy entails the ability to locate, evaluate, and use information effectively and ethically, 
developing the critical thinking skills that form the basis of lifelong learning. We will be spending some 
time in the course on information literacy as it relates to the study of the religious history of the Holy Land 
and Jerusalem.  
During the course of the term, students are required to work through the Lion’s Guide to Research & the 
Library tutorial, which is made up of four online modules accessible through MyLMU Connect. 
Following each module you will take an online quiz on the material covered. The four quizzes may be 
taken only one time each. The modules and completion dates are:  

1. Starting Your Assignment (module & quiz) - complete by 9/9/13 
2. Types of Information (module & quiz) - complete by 9/23/13 
3. Finding and Evaluating Information (module & quiz) - complete by 10/7/13 
4.  Using Information Ethically (module & quiz) - complete by 10/21/13 

The modules may be found through MyLMU. Just follow these steps: 
A. Login to MyLMU Connect at http://mylmuconnect.lmu.edu 
B. Click on the course title “FFYS 1000.03 - The Holy Land and Jerusalem: A Religious History” to enter 
the course page. 
C. Click on the “Information Literacy” link in the course menu on the left-hand side of the page. 
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D. Click the link for the Information Literacy tutorial Module you have been assigned. The tutorial will 
open in a new window. 
*The Library has created a FFYS 1000 LibGuide located at http://libguides.lmu.edu/ffys1000 
 

Credit hour policy 
 
At LMU, one credit hour is defined as a minimum of 3 hours of work by an average student per week. Such 
work includes attendance in class, reading assignments, review for exams and the preparation and writing 
of presentations and papers. This course is a 3 credit hour seminar, which requires 9 hours of work per 
week. Since class sessions take up 2.5 hours per week, students should plan to dedicate approximately 6.5 
hours per week to all additional assignments.  
 
 

Grading scale 
 
A 93-100 (4.0) | A- 90-92 (3.7-3.9)   
B+ 87-89 (3.3-3.6) | B 83-86 (3.0-3.2) | B- 80-82 (2.7-2.9) 
C+ 77-79 (2.3-2.6) | C 73-76 (2.0-2.2) | C- 70-72 (1.7-1.9)  
D+ 67-69 (1.3-1.6) | D 63-66 (1.0-1.2) | D- 60-62 (0.7-0.9) 
F 0-59 (0.0-0.6) 
 
A/A- Clearly excellent work. These grades are given to students who have achieved mastery of the subject 
of the course or assignment. An “A” paper or assignment is original, well organized, and indicates a clear 
grasp of the material and concepts involved; the research is thorough and well documented, and the writing 
shows both style and flawless use of standard written English. It represents high quality work. There are no 
spelling or punctuation errors.  
B+/B/B- Above average work. These grades are given to students who have a very good understanding of 
the subject matter. A “B” paper or assignment demonstrates a clear grasp of the topic and is organized in an 
effective way; there is some solid research, and the writing is basically competent. There are virtually no 
spelling or punctuation errors.  
C+/C/C- Adequate work. These grades are given to students who have demonstrated a general 
comprehension of the topic and have successfully completed the requirements of the course. A “C” paper 
or assignment is satisfactory; it shows a fairly good comprehension of the topic, some initial research, and 
leaves a sense of the ordinary in the reader. Writing could be improved in organization, sentence structure, 
word choice, and style. There are a number of errors in grammar, spelling, or punctuation. 
D+/D/D- Passing. These grades are given to students whose work falls below the acceptable level of 
comprehension of the course’s topic and does not fully satisfy the required level of writing and thinking, 
yet is deserving of credit.  
F Fail. Work undeserving of credit in the course. 
 

Consulting with the professor 
 
You are welcome to consult with me during my office hours or by scheduling an appointment (in weeks 
when there are holidays or breaks, my office hours may change). Please verify with me before coming to 
see me. You are also welcome to email me with any questions or concerns. I will do my best to reply 
quickly, but please be aware that this is not always possible.  
 

Extension policy 
 
Requests for extensions must be submitted at least 48 hours before the assignment is due. Extensions do not 
apply to exams or in-class assignments (see the following note). 
 

Missing exams or other in-class assignments 
 
Due to the nature of exams and in-class assignments, it would normally be impossible to take exams or 
complete such assignments at a date other than the one noted in the course schedule. When possible, and 
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only in cases of justified and documented absence, I will try to find an alternative assignment. It is your 
responsibility to ask me about such alternatives.   
 

Email communication 
 
At times I will communicate with the entire class using campus email systems, so it is essential that you 
regularly check your lion.lmu.edu email address or forward your lion account email to your preferred email 
address. 
 

Americans with Disabilities Act 
 
Students with special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act who need reasonable 
modifications, special assistance, or accommodations in this course should promptly direct their request to 
the Disability Support Services Office.  Any student who currently has a documented disability (physical, 
learning, or psychological) needing academic accommodations should contact the Disability Services 
Office (Daum Hall Room 224, 310-338-4535) as early in the semester as possible. All discussions will 
remain confidential. Please visit http://www.lmu.edu/dss for additional information. 
 

Respect for self and others 
 
As an LMU Lion, by the Lion’s Code, you are pledged to join the discourse of the academy with honesty of 
voice and integrity of scholarship and to show respect for staff, professors, and other students. 
 

Electronic devices 
 
Please turn off and put out of sight all electronic devices (other than a computer, if/when allowed) during 
class-time.  The interruptions and distractions they cause disrupt class and interfere with the learning 
process. 
 
Audio and video recording of class sessions are not allowed, unless otherwise indicated.  
 

Academic honesty 
 
Academic dishonesty will be treated as an extremely serious matter, with serious consequences that can 
range from receiving no credit for assignments/tests to expulsion.  It is never permissible to turn in any 
work that has been copied from another student or copied from a source (including Internet) without 
properly acknowledging the source. When acknowledging an online source, please verify that it is reliable 
and academically credible. It is your responsibility to make sure that your work meets the standard of 
academic honesty set forth in the “LMU Honor Code and Process” which appears in the LMU Bulletin 
2010-2011. See: http://www.lmu.edu/about/services/registrar/Bulletin/Bulletins_in_PDF_Format.htm  
 

Privacy 
 
According to the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA), professors are not allowed to 
show specific educational records such as grades to anyone without the student’s written consent. 
Therefore, I will not be able to share your grades with your family members, partners or friends unless you 
fill out the necessary forms. For more information see: 
http://www.lmu.edu/about/services/registrar/records/FERPA.htm 
 

Tentative nature of the syllabus 
  
If necessary, this syllabus and its contents are subject to revision; students are responsible for any changes 
or modifications distributed in class, via email or through LMU's online course management systems 
(MYLMU Connect / PROWL). 
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Course schedule 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 
 
1. Tuesday,  
August 27: 
 

 
Intro I 

 
Topic: The underlying questions of this course 

 
2. Thursday, 
August 29: 
 

 
Intro II 
 

 
Topic: Space, Place and Sanctity 
Readings: M. Eliade, The Sacred and the 
Profane, chapter 3. 
 

 
The period of the Hebrew Bible  
Approx. middle of 2nd millennium BCE – 4th century BCE 
 
 
3.  Tuesday, 
September 3: 
 

 
Historical Conditions 

 

 
Topic:  The Hebrew Bible and the Ancient 
Israelites 
Readings: Ronald Hendel, “Israel Among the 
Nations”, in Cultures of the Jews 1, pp. 43-75.  
 

 
TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 5 
 

 
NO CLASS 

 
ROSH HASHANAH 

 
MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 9 
 

 
INFORMATION 
LITERACY TUTORIAL 

 
LAST DAY TO COMPLETE MODULE 1 
ON MYLMU CONNECT 

 
4.  Tuesday, 
September 10:  
 

 
Physical Setting 

 
 

 
Topic: Jerusalem’s Cultic Center 
Readings: C. L. Meyers, “The Elusive Temple”, 
The Biblical Archaeologist 45, 1 (1982) pp. 33-
41.  
 

 
5.  Thursday, 
September 12: 
 
 

 
Action and Thought 

 
 

 
Topic: One Place for One God 
Readings: S. Japhet, “from the King’s Sanctuary 
to the Chosen City”, in Jerusalem: Its Sanctity 
and Centrality, chapter 1. 
 

 
6.  Tuesday, 
September 17: 
 

 
Artistic Representation 

   
 

 
Topic: Representing Jerusalem in Prayer and 
Song 
Readings: Introduction to the Book of Psalms, in 
The Jewish Study Bible, pp. 1280-1284. 
 



	  

FFYS 1000.03 – Holy Land / Jerusalem   Fall 2013 

7 

 
7.  Thursday, 
September 19: 
 

 
EXAM  

 

 
MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 23 
 

 
INFORMATION 
LITERACY TUTORIAL 

 
LAST DAY TO COMPLETE MODULE 2 
ON MYLMU CONNECT 

 
Greco-Roman through Byzantine Period 
Approx. 3rd century BCE – 7th century CE 
 
 
8. Tuesday, 
September 24: 
 
 

 
Historical Conditions 

 
 

 
Topic: The Holy Land and the Lasting Impact of 
the Greek and Roman Cultures  
Readings: L. I. Levine, “Second Temple 
Jerusalem: A Jewish City in the Greco-Roman 
Orbit,” in Jerusalem: Its Sanctity and Centrality, 
chapter 4. 
 

 
9. Thursday, 
September 26: 
 
 

 
Physical Setting 

 
 

 
Topic: Jerusalem’s Christian Topography 
Readings:  O. L. Yarbrough, Early Christian 
Jerusalem: The City of the Cross, in Jerusalem: 
Idea and Reality, chapter 5. 
 
 

 
10. Tuesday, 
October 1: 
 
 

 
Action and Thought 

 
 

 
Topic: Pilgrimage to the Holy Land and the 
Establishment of a New Christian Empire 
Readings: A. Jacobs, Remains of the Jews, 
chapter 4.  
 
 

 
11. Thursday, 
October 3: 
 

 
Artistic Representation 

   
 

 
Topic: Jerusalem in the Jewish Diaspora 
Readings:  S. Laderman, “Jewish and Christian 
Symbolic Imaging of Jerusalem in the Fourth 
Century,” in Jerusalem as Narrative Space, pp. 3-
20. 
 

 
MONDAY, 
OCTOBER 7 
 

 
INFORMATION 
LITERACY TUTORIAL 

 
LAST DAY TO COMPLETE MODULE 3 
ON MYLMU CONNECT 

 
12. Tuesday, 
October 8: 
 

 
FIELD TRIP  

 
Sacred Heart Chapel 

 
13. Thursday, 
October 10: 
 

 
MIDTERM  
 

 
IN-CLASS  PRESENTATION 

 
14. Tuesday, 

 
MIDTERM  

 
IN-CLASS  PRESENTATION 
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October 15:  
 

 

 
15. Thursday, 
October 17: 
 

 
MIDTERM  

 
IN-CLASS  PRESENTATION 

 
MONDAY, 
OCTOBER 21 
 

 
INFORMATION 
LITERACY TUTORIAL 

 
LAST DAY TO COMPLETE MODULE 4 
ON MYLMU CONNECT 

 
16. Tuesday, 
October 22: 
 

 
MIDTERM  

 
IN-CLASS  PRESENTATION 
 

 
Medieval Period 
Approx. 7th century CE – 15th century CE 
 

 

 
17. Thursday, 
October 24: 
 

 
Historical Conditions 

 

 
Topic: Holy Wars and Contested Space 
Readings: K. Armstrong, Jerusalem: One City, 
Three Faiths, chapter 13. 
 
 

 
18. Tuesday, 
October 29:  

 
Physical Setting 

 
 

 
Topic: Jerusalem’s Muslim Topography 
Readings:  S. Mourad, “The Symbolism of 
Jerusalem in Early Islam,” in Jerusalem: Idea and 
Reality, chapter 6. 
  

 
19. Thursday, 
October 31: 

 
Action and Thought 

 
 

 
Topic: Between the Earthly and the Heavenly 
City in Christianity 
Readings: G. G. Stroumsa, “Mystical Jerusalem”, 
in Jerusalem: Its Sanctity and Centrality, chapter 
24. 
 

 
20. Tuesday, 
November 5: 
 

 
Artistic Representation 

   
 

 
Topic: Medieval Jewish Hopes for the Jerusalem 
Temple’s Restoration 
Readings: K. Kogman-Appel, “The Temple of 
Jerusalem and the Hebrew Millennium in a 
Thirteenth Century Jewish Prayer Book,” in 
Jerusalem as Narrative Space, pp. 187-208. 
 

 
Early Modern through Modern Period 
Approx. 16th century CE – 21th century CE 
 

 

 
21. Thursday, 
November 7: 
 

 
Historical Conditions 

 

 
Topic:  The Holy Land Between Israel and 
Palestine 
Readings: J. L. Gelvin, The Modern Middle East: 
A History, chapter 18. 
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22. Tuesday, 
November 12: 
 

 
Physical Setting 

 
 

 
Topic: The Jewish Construction of a New 
Jerusalem  
Readings: G. Klein, “The Topography of Symbol: 
Between Late Antique and Modern Jewish 
Understanding of Cities”, ZRGG 58, 1 (2006) pp. 
16-28. 
 

 
23. Thursday, 
November 14: 
 

 
Action and Thought 

 
 

 
Topic: The Holy Land Between Christians and 
Muslims Today 
Readings: L. D. Laird, “Boundaries and Baraka: 
Christians, Muslims, and a Palestinian Saint,” in 
Muslims and Others in Sacred Space, chapter 2. 
 

 
24. Tuesday, 
November 19: 
 

 
Artistic Representation I 

   
 

 
Topic: Does Jerusalem Belong to the World or to 
Its Residents? 
Readings:  A. Nitzan-Shiftan, “Capital City or 
Spiritual Center: The Politics of Architecture in 
Post-1967 Jerusalem,” Cities 22, 3 (2005) pp. 
229-240. 
 

 
25.  Thursday, 
November 21: 
 

 
LIBRARY TOUR 
 

 
 

 
26. Tuesday, 
November 26: 
 

 
WRITING WORKSHOP 

 
AJ OGILVIE 
 
 

 
THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 28 
 

 
NO CLASS 

 
THANKSGIVING 

 
27. Tuesday, 
December 3: 
 

 
Artistic Representation II 

   
 

 
Topic: The Israeli Palestinian Conflict in Film 
Film: Waltz With Bashir, dir. Ari Folman, 2008.   

 
28. Thursday, 
December 5: 
 

 
Concluding remarks  

 
Topic: The Holy Land and Jerusalem in 
Contemporary Culture 
 

 
TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 10: 
 

 
FINAL PAPER DUE 

 


